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daries, so small as not to show in an ordinary synoptic
chart, then we may easily understand that it is the general
character only of weather which a forecaster can ever
safely predict. The general character is the quality of
weather which we have taken such pains to show is
constant in each portion of every shape of isobars, and
that never changes under any local or diurnal variation.

If we live in any place which commands a view over
any large tract of country, and we think how often we
see both cloud and rain which only affect a very small
portion of our horizon, we can readily understand that,
even if it were possible to issue minute forecasts, every
few square miles of country would require a separate
warning.

How FAB IBT ADVANCE CAH FOEECASTS BE ISSUED ?

We may also consider how far in advance forecasts

can safely be issued.    The numerous charts which we

have already given will show the reader the amount of

change which twelve or twenty-four hours may develop

in the distribution of pressure.   Sometimes we have been

able to trace the changes in either of these intervals

quite easily; at other times it has been difficult to say

how the first set of isobars has grown into the second.

^ the United States the observations are taken three

;^es % day, and this appears to be sufficiently frequent

*$$*&practical purposes.   In most European countries,

^p^^ sre not sent up more th,an twice a day; but with

wfe^^yal, cyclones ^sometimes form so suddenly that

th&yi MsE0t forecast in tima trv o^e any warning.    """